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35 - Day Southern African Explorer Itinerary 
 

   
 
We look forward to welcoming you on our exclusive Cape Town following the West African cost to 
Namibia, cutting across East to explore Victoria Falls before headed further east to one of 
Zimbabwe’s best kept secrets, Gona-re-zhou National Park. As if that is not enough how about a 
horse-riding safari on the Mozambique cost. Our journey will then take us South following the East 
African coast ending your amazing itinerary in the city of Durban. 
 
Nature of the Tour: 
 
Your journey will test you 4x4 skills and you will truly enjoy an 'off the beaten track' experience.  
 
 
Safari dates:  
 
Cape Town to Durban 
 
Arrival/Start    – Daily  
Departure/End  – To be confirmed 
 
Basic Itinerary: 
  
Day 1  Arrival  Cape Town – Cederberg Wilderness Area  (SA) 
Day 2    Cederberg – Namaqualand  
Day 3     Namaqualand – Fish River Canyon  (Nam) 
Day 4      Fish River Canyon – Helmeringshausen 
Day 5    Helmeringshausen – Sesriem 
Day 6    Sossusvlei  
Day 7    Sesriem – Swakopmund 
Day 8    Swakopmund – Spitzkoppe 
Day 9    Spitzkoppe – Etosha 
Day 10    Etosha 
Day 11    Etosha – Koukuas Ferien 
Day 12    Koukuas Ferrien – Ngepi Camp 

 
 

Richard Mullin 

"The only man I envy is the man who 
has not yet been to Africa - for he has 

so much to look forward to." 
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Day 13    Ngepi Camp – Maun    (Bots) 
Day 14    Maun 
Day 15    Maun – Nxai Pan 
Day 16    Nxai Pan – Makgadikgadi Pans – Nxai Pan 
Day 17    Nxai Pan – Victoria Falls   (Zim) 
Day 18    Victoria Falls 
Day 19    Bulawayo 
Day 20    Matopos National Park 
Day 21    Gona-re-zhou 
Day 22    Gona-re-zhou 
Day 23    Gona-re-zhou 
Day 24    Buzi Bridge     (Moz) 
Day 25    Vilanculos Rest camp 
Day 26    Vilanculos Rest camp 
Day 27    Zavora Beach camp 
Day 28    Zavora Beach camp 
Day 29    Zavora Beach camp 
Day 30    Ponta Malongane Rest Camp   (SA) 
Day 31    Mkuze Game Reserve 
Day 32    Mkuze Game Reserve 
Day 33    Cape Vidal, St. Lucia 
Day 34    Umhlanga Rocks 
Day 35  Departure 
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Safari Cost: 
 
Cost is based on a per person sharing rate, please email info@chimhavira.com with the dates that 
you would like to book this safari along with number of people sharing for a quotation. 
 
Our prices include: 
 

· Your fully customised Land Rover and all equipment including fully enclosed roof-top tents 
· Support vehicle and team leader costs 
· Route planning, itineraries, bookings and travel guidance 
· Field guides, maps and documents required for cross-border travel 
· Complete introduction to the vehicle, equipment & basic 4x4 driver training where necessary 
· Vehicle exchange when serious mechanical breakdown occurs 
· Comprehensive vehicle insurance cover (full details available upon request) 
· Free airport transfers to and from our Johannesburg offices 
· Our individual service 
· All fuel, toll road and border fees 
· An emergency medical kit, and all guides are first aid trained 
· Two full meals per day plus snacks 
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· Drinking water and cordial 
 
Our prices exclude: 
 

· International/regional and domestic airfares to and from collection/departure points  
· The optional hire of a satellite phone and/or GPS for navigation  
· Visas and personal travel insurance  
· Alcoholic beverages, mixers and soft drinks 
· All beverages and food out of camp  
· Laundry services  
· Clothing, toiletries and all other personal items e.g. cameras, sun block etc  
· Fees for non-scheduled excursions, activities, entrance fees etc 
· Horse riding activities on day 26 are not included. The spectacular Dune ride is $60 and stops 

off at Samara restaurant for a seafood lunch on the beach, the price excludes lunch. Enrique’s 
fishing village ride sets off at 11am back at about 4pm at a cost of $65 and includes lunch. 

· Fishing activities on day 27, 28 & 29 are not included. Rates are $350 for a single days 
fishing and $300 for 2 days or more. This excludes petrol, which will generally be $150 to 
$200 per day 

· Gratuities 
· Costs for any upgraded accommodation to that listed above and below. 

 
Passport Visa Requirements: 
 
We will be travelling in South Africa, Namibia, Botswana & Zimbabwe:  
 

· South Africa – Visas are generally required at the port of entry. You will be given a three-
month visa, which is free of charge.  

· Namibia – No visas are required 
· Botswana – No visas are required  
· Zimbabwe – Visas are required at the border for US and UK citizens the cost is USD 55 for a 

single entry visa. South African passport holders are not required to pay anything. No cost 
for South African passport holders. 

 
This information is correct as of today’s date, please double check with the relevant embassy in your 
home country before you travel. Chimhavira cannot be held responsible to any changes to these 
requirements that are beyond our control.  
 
Items of interest: 
 
Total driving Distance: Approx 8,250 km (5,130 miles) 
Diesel consumption based on one vehicle: 1,180 litres (312 UK gallons) 
 
Borders crossed: 
 

· Vioolsdrift border post 
· Trans Kalahari border post 
· Mohembo border post 
· Kazangula border post 
· Espungerbera border post 
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· Ponta Do Oura Border Post 
 
Suggestions: 
 
African kids love asking tourists for sweets and pens. If you have space in your suitcase bring a 
couple bags of both with you. The kids will smile and be happy; you will enjoy it for little cost. Old 
clothes are good for bargaining with adults for curios or local fruits etc. 

 
35 - Day Southern African Explorer itinerary 

 
   
Meal Key: B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner 
 
Day 1: Arrival in Cape Town - Cederberg Wilderness Area 
 
The vast Cederberg Wilderness Area encompasses 71 000 ha of rugged mountainous terrain. 
Proclaimed as a wilderness area in 1973 and as a world heritage site in 2004, it enjoys high 
conservation status and is a popular destination for hardy hikers and mountaineers. The region is 
famous for its weathered sandstone formations, most notably the Wolfberg Arch and Maltese Cross. 
 
Approximate distance: 225 km 
Accommodation:  Bush Camping 
Meals:    L, D  
 
Day 2: Cederberg Wilderness Area - Namaqualand 
 
Namaqualand is a semi-desert environment, however in the spring (July to September) depending on 
the rains, a miracle occurs. As the rains soak into the thirsty earth, millions upon millions of flowers 
emerge in a  phenomenal explosion of colour which transforms the landscape into a wonderland of 
beauty. The Namaqua National Park has been established to protect this unique phenomenon. 
 
Approximate distance: 390 km 
Accommodation:  Bush Camping  
Meals:    B, L, D  
 
Day 3: Namaqualand – Fish River Canyon 
 
So vast that your eyes cannot cope with the full view all at once. The Fish River Canyon in Namibia 
is reputedly the second largest canyon in the world (the larges being the Grand Canyon). There is a 
lot of debate as to whether or not this is indeed the second largest canyon in the world, most of the 
arguments seem to hinge on how one actually measures the 'size' of a canyon. Regardless of its 
ranking in the world of big canyons the Fish River is absolutely magnificent and breathtaking in its 
immensity. The Fish River Canyon probably formed about 500 million years ago. However was not 
only created by water erosion, but through the collapse of the valley bottom due to movements in the 
earth's crust. 
 
Approximate distance: 310 km 
Accommodation:  Bush Camping 
Meals:    B, L, D  
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Day 4: Fish River Canyon - Helmeringshausen 
 
Helmeringhausen does not have an official governing body nor status as it is completely situated on 
private land, and all infrastructure except the roads are part of Farm Helmeringhausen. It features a 
small airfield, a country hotel and a private agricultural museum. 
 
Helmeringhausen was founded as a farm by a member of the Schutztruppe, the colonial armed force 
of Imperial Germany. 
 
Approximate distance: 300 km 
Accommodation:  Helmeringshausen Camping  
Meals:    B, L, D  
 
Day 5: Helmeringshausen - Sesriem 
 
At the entry to Sossusvlei is Sesriem Canyon. As a result of erosion over many centuries, a narrow 
gorge of about one kilometre in length was formed about 30 to 40 metres deep. Early explorers had 
to tie six lengths of thongs together to draw water from the pools in the canyon, hence the name 
"Sesriem". 
 
Approximate distance: 250 km 
Accommodation:  Sesriem Rest Camp 
Meals:    B, L, D  
 
Day 6: Sossusvlei 
 
Sossusvlei is a depression lined by some of the highest dunes in the world. Although a very rare 
occurrence, during periods of good rains the pan or "vlei" fills up with water from the Tsauchab 
River. This water wonder in the middle of the desert is a spectacular sight. 
 
Approximate distance: n/a 
Accommodation:  Sesriem Rest Camp 
Meals:    B, L, D  
 
Day 7: Sesriem – Swakopmund 
 
Thanks to its mild temperatures and negligible rainfall, Swakopmund generally enjoys grit in the 
oyster. When an easterly wind blows, the town gets a good sand-blasting, and almost perpetual 
drizzle. The fog rolls up to 30km inland and provides moisture for desert-dwelling plants and 
animals, including 80 species of lichen. 
 
Approximate distance: 350 km 
Accommodation:  Bush Camping 
Meals:    B, L, D 
 

 




